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serve as the instrument for convening a popular constituent assembly. The substance of its activities must be to put into effect the minimum program of proletarian democracy, the only program capable of safeguarding the interests of tlie people which has risen against the autocracy.
It might be argued that being only provisional, a provisional government cannot carry out a constructive program which has not yet received the approval of the entire people, Such an argument would merely be the sophistry of reactionaries and "absolutists."   To  abstain from   carrying  out a constructive program means tolerating the existence of the feudal regime of the putrid autocracy. Such a regime could be tolerated only by a government of traitors to the cause of the revolution, but not  by a government   which is the organ of  a   popular   insurrection.  It  would   be  mockery for anyone to propose tihat we should refrain from exercising freedom of assembly pending the  confirmation   of such freedom by a constituent assembly, on the plea that the constituent assembly might not confirm freedom of assembly! It is egual mockery to object to the immediate execution of the minimum program by a provisional revolutionary government.
Finally, we will note that by making it the task of the provisional revolutionary government to put into effect the minimum  program, -the resolution  eliminated the absurd, semianarchist ideas about putting the maximum program into   effect   immediately,   about   -Hie   conquest   of   power for a socialist revolution. The degree of economic development of Russia (an objective condition) and the degree qf class consciousnessi and organization of the broad masses'of the proletariat (a subjective condition inseparably connected with the objective condition) make the immediate complete emancipation of the working class   impossible.   Only   the most ignorant people can ignore the bourgeois nature of the democratic revolution   which is now   taking   place;   only the most naive  optimists can forget how little as yet the